
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79-63

NPDES PER!~IT NO. CA0027839

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR,

UNION CHEMICALS DIVISION OF
UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
NICHOLS PLANT
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Silll Francisco Bay Region,
hereinafter called the Board, finds that,

1. Union Chemicals Division of Union Oil Company of California, Nichols
Plant, hereinafter discharger, formerly known as Collier Carbon and
Chemical corporation, submitted a report of waste discharge (NPDES
Short Form C) on Jillluary 30, 1979, for reissuance of its NPDES
permit which expires on July I, 1979.

2. The discharger has shut down the Nichols Plant but continues to
maintain the plant's two containment ponds which collect storm
runoff. This runoff may be polluted with acid illld gypsmu residuals
from the storage illld process areas. Storm runoff in excess of the
pondS' designed capacity is treated for pH control then discharged
into a drainage ditch tributary to Suisun Bay, a water of the united
States, at a point approximately 1500 feet east-northeast of the
intersection of Nichols Road and Port Chicago Highway in Nichols,
California.

3. On July 16, 1974, the Regional Board adopted Order No. 74-53 pre
scribing waste discharge requirements for this discharge.

4. A Water Quality Control Plan for the San Frilllcisco Bay Basin (Basin
Plan) was adopted by the Board on April 8, 1975. This Basin Plan
contains water quality objectives for Suisilll Bay illld contiguous
waters.

5. The beneficial uses of suisun Bay and contiguous waters are,

a. Recreation (contact and non-contact)
b. Fish migration and spawning
c. Habitat for wildlife and estuarine organisms including some

rare and endangered species
d. Industrial water supply
e. Esthetic enjoyment
f. Navigation
g. Commercial and sport fishing
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